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The following report on public libraries in Albany County is based primarily 
on information obtained from personal interviews with the librarians. The inter- 
views ranged from a half hour to an hour and a half over a period of a week and 
a half. The librarian at the Colonie Public Library branch was not interviewed. 

In Albany County there are sixteen libraries including the five branches of 
the Albany Public Library and the Colonie Public Library branch in the Colonie 
Shopping Center. They range in size from a collection of slightly over 6,000 
items in the Berne Public Library which serves a population of approximately 
2,000 to the collection of over 160,000 items in Albany Public's Harmanus Bleecker 
Library which serves the city of Albany with a population of over 115,000.(1) 
(More accurately, the City of Albany is served by Harraanus Bleecker and its 
branches with total holdings of 260,000 ) 

Likewise, the level of staffing in the libraries varies widely, with six of 
the libraries run by personnel who do 'not have Master's degrees in library science. 
Harmanus Bleecker iMderstandably has the largest professionally trained staff with, 
in addition to the Director and the Administrative Assistant, the equivalent of 
25 full-time librarians. 

Staffing in the libraries tends to reflect to some extent the respective 
financial situations of the libraries. There is strong feeling among the 
librarians, that a professional librarian could not be supported financially in 
many geographical areas. The relative levels of service in terms of hours the 
libraries are open, also tend to correspond to numbers of professional staff and 
sires of the collections. ^ 

As might have been predicted, the service provisions, staffing, and holdings 
of many of the public libraries in Albany County do not approach the American 
^Library Association's Minimum Standards for Public Library Systems , 1966 . Under- 
"•funding, understaf f ing, and low public support for libraries as libraries and as 
service institutions, are at the root of this phenomenon. To cite a few examples, 
according to the principles of good library service as a promulgator of equal 
opportunity for individuals in a democratic society, public library service should 
be universally available . (2) In Albany County, the town of Westerlo is completely 
lacking a public library. This means that residents of the town must travel some 
miles to neighboring towns for library service. 

Another service standard reads, "Libraries should be open six days a week for 
the full range of services during morning, afternoon and evening hours,"(3) 
Several of the smaller public libraries in Albany County (Menands Public Library, 
the New Scotland Avenue branch of the Albany Public Library, the Rensselaerville 
Public Library, the Berne Public Library, .and the Ravena Free Library) are open 
either fewer than six days a week, or many hours fewer than 40. 

A third example of ALA standards is that, ''The community library should have 
a planned and funded public relations program. '^4) This recommendation is diffi- 
cult when viewed in the light of a situation in which a majority of the smaller 



1. As' a general rule of thumb, subject to many variables (e.g. the availability of 
the N.Y.S. Library to Albany County residents through inter-library loan), a 
library should have some four items (books, periodical titles, audio-visual 
aids, etc) per capita for its service area. However the data given herein can 
only be evaluated fully in terms of regional resources also, which could not 

be done in this study. 

2. American Library Association. Minimum Standards for Public Library Systems , 
1966. (Chicago: American Library Association, 1967), p. 16. 

him. 4. Ibid., p. 34. 3 
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libraries in Albany County lack adequate space for decent-sized book coKections, 
much less funded public relations programs and staff. 

^Jw® f?! purpose of this survey is to identify service areas and needs in 
the public libraries of Albany County, the information gathered is presented by 
library, with some description of the basic administrative-legal .organizations of 
the libraries, and concentration on existing services and service needs. 

ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Albany Public Library's Harmanus Bleecker Library is the largest and possibly 
the most Influential library in Albany County. It is an association library, 
founded in 1833 by contract with the city of Albany. Its general policies are set 
by a library board of from six to eleven members. The board is also responsible 
for obtaiping funding for the library from local government. The Director of the 
library feel-s that the board is basically sympathetic to and supportive of the 
library. Surprisingly, this is not always the case with all the libraries. 

Harmanus Bleecker is impressive in terms of the number and variety of services 
ic provides. The focus is on outreach in the inner city. There is an active 
public relations program whose major challenge lies in reaching disadvantaged inner 
city areas. Due to the nature of communication patterns in inner city neighborhoods, 
public relations efforts must be carried out by word of mouth, which is not always 
easy. ' 

Otherwise, Harmanus Bleecker provides varying services to people of all ages, 
races, economic levels, and living situations. There are children's programs in 
most of the day care centers in Albany, including in day care centers run by 
individuals. The Harmanus Bleecker Library staff has story hours, provides books, 
films and other audiovisual materials to day care centers, and even trains day 
care center employees in the use of library materials. 

•V * 

The library is used as a meeting place for a multitude of local organizations 
and maintains relationships with a number of service agencies in Alfetiy such as 
the Boy and Girl Scouts and other agencies serving youfh. / is ftfr^commS'n in 
libraries In the county, however, there is more cf an emp a;, s oniervices to 
children than to the teen or young adult age groups. The' . -xists" at Harmanus 
Bleecker a directory of agencies serving children. 

Summer children's programs include stories and movies in the parks in Albany, 
and the use of the mobile unit provided by the Upper Hudc-n Library Federation to 
bring story hours and movies to children. Books are brought to day camps such as 
.the one at Trinity Institute, YMCA camps, and Salvation Army camps. The librarians 
of the Children's and Young Adult departments visit Albany schools and speak to 
children and young adults on various topics. 

Shut-ins are informally served by interested individuals and sometimes the 
Lookmobile, which will bring books both to individuals and residents of the Albany 
County Nursing Home, Teresian House, the Ann Lee Home, Guardian Society, and Villa 
Maria. 

Most of the senior citizens centers in Albany work with Harmanus Bleecker or 
the branches, and there is outreach to senior citizens in various housing projects. 



There is a tutorial program in reading for illiterate members of the South 
End community carried out at the Arbor Hill and Howe branches by the Albany 
Literacy Volunterrs. There is also a tutorial service for children working 
through the schools. The "Laubach people" and the Salvation Army also do tutoring 
in reading with adults. During the suir.mers there are remedial reading programs 
through CETA (Comprehensive Educational Training Act), who work with the College 
of Saint Rose when funds are available. There are also other adult reading pro- 
grams available through other agencie&,-1.Ti Albany. 

Harmanus Bleecker has a job information center which provides guidance to 
those who are seeking employment. There is instruction in resume writing and how 
to go about finding a job. There is minimal iob referral through local news- 
papers and papers around the state, in addition to the microfiche used 

11^ State Unemployment Service. There are career workshops from time to time 
in the branches. 

The library staff ig gaining experience in educational counseling for adults 
who want to return to school. There is also aid to highly motivated adults for 
learning the form of self -study guidance. 

°^ the unique projects at Harmanus Bleecker is -the Albany Community 
Video Project whose purpose is to promote cable television through providing 
technical advice and equipment. It is predicted that the library will become-an 
important community access point for video programming. The audio-visual libra- 
rian also has programs at the Howe branch and at the Albany Street Academy. 




to consider expansion of services when economic problems are so severe. Operat- 
ing costs for libraries continue to rise, and funding has not been iucreased 
suDstanrially enough to accommodate more than the costs of inflation in many 
cases. ^ 



,, ^J^^'^ited were several further problems with adequate library servicing of 
all of the people : some communities are difficult to reach by virtue of long 
distances (such as Westerlo, Knox, and even North Albany, which have no libraries 
of their own); some types of people are difficult to reach, as, for example, the 
disadvantaged residents of the inner city mentioned previously; rural populations 
are often not served or not well served (e.g., parts of Rensselaer); lastly, 

^x?^Mn 5"^" ^"'^^"'^^"g "^^^"^^ Bleecker do not come up to minimum 

existing standards 1-ti terms of hours, funding, service, staffing, or book budget- 

ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY BRANCHES 

Some of the programs taking place in the five branches of the Albany Public 
Library have been mentioned already, as they are carried out by the staff of 
Harmanus Bleecker. The branches are subsid: aries of the Albany Public Library 
system and so are part of it administratively. 

Arbor Hill 

The Arbor Hill branch serves a predominantly black, low-income population 
of approximately 10,000, with a collection of some 12,000 books. The library is 
located uext to the local community center, and is open the same hours, so there 
is considerable interaction. Children come from the day care center in the 
community center to use the library. 
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It can easily be said that this library is geared to children. It is tne 
Impression of the librarian, that predominantly children use the library. ^'Jhile 
anxious to increase the use of th.e library by adults in the community, the 
librarian feels that the most important rervice should be a remedial reading prog- 
ram for elementary school aged children. Such a program existed in the past, but 
there are presently no funds available for it. 

The library is open 39 hours a week including four hours on Saturday as well 
as hours Monday through Friday. There is a strong attempt to build a good col- 
lection of black literature, and to build the paperback books collection for use 
by adults and teenagers. 

The library is only two years old and is staffed by the librarian full-time. 
There is another professional who works 12 hours at Arbor Hill, and a 20 hour a 
week library assistant. There is, as with most of- the libraries, a need for more 
room for expansion of the collection and to create ro^om for other services and 
programs in the library. The whole collection is presently housed in one room. 

The library has occasional programs for senior citizens who also come from 
the community center, but the small size of the library and limited budget (the 
total book budget this past year was only $900), make it impossible to expand 
programming or the library collection. The librarian also mentioned a desire 
to bring more community involvement to the library, and perhaps even to have a 
local community library board. 

The lack of room for growth is a common and frequent complaint, and is a 
problem with all the libraries with the exception of Bethlehem Public which moved 
into a new building three years ago, and Colonie Public Library which should be 
moving into its newly constructed building late this summer. 

The Arbor Hill branch works closely, as do the other branches, with Harmanus 
Bleecker, sending reference questions and requests for job hunting or pursuit of 
higher education questions to the msin branch. There is also occasional referral 
to Whitnev Young Clinic which is just down the street, for medical problems, and 
to the Equal Opportunity Center for pursuit of education. Arbor Hill and Harmanus 
Bleecker also work closely together in publicizing programs out of the main libra- 
ry. The Arbor Hill branch is located less than two miles from Harmanus Bleecker, 
and is accessible to it by public bus. 

Delaware Avenue 1 
At the time of the interview in the Delaware Avenue branch of the Albany 
Public Library on a Thursday afternoon, there was a movie playing in one half of 
the cramped space, with about ten elementary school aged children watching 
attentively. The library has a collection of some 20,000 items, but is crowded. 
The working space for the librarians is limited. 

There is considerable programming for children, with pre-school sto^^y hours, 
pre-school movies, and after school movies. Crafts and puopet shows are put on 
by the staff at Harmanus Bleecker. 
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The branch is staffed by the librarian and the children's librarian. There 
is also a half time library assistant and four part-time high school pages. The 
if W^oS! '^"^ ' ""'^ a population 

f'':^^^ consider that the community is p^^narily white and middle class, 
l^nf^n^^r r identifiable population of newly irmnigrated Italian-Americans. 
thrcomriLy!'^ '''""^^ '^'^^^^^ ^^^^ °f 

as a rP^l^^i^Kf"^ Avenue branch was mentioned by several of the branch librarians 
nL! n ^ ? r ^'"'^^ "^'^ ''^^^'''^ vandalism by teenagers. The Pbrary is 

do not ln.rH ^' °^ Hoffman Lrk 

father '"^J"'^^^ •^-f"^^"^ and Saturdays, so the library is chosen as a place to 
^r.! J?! librarian is very interested in and considering inviting the parents 
wxtJ'thfvounr - get together to discuss'tSS si'tu tiltS 

Many of tZ 7. f"°P'^^° f 'ii^l^g and community interest in the problem. 

SlPhbnrS / " ^""^S^- i= al«° a strong need for a 

Hmfted ?o°th''f°r'"°" ^" community, as the delinquency problems are not 
service a^encv nl'': tl"'' ""'^'^'^ "^^^ j"-^"^!- officials and 

nn^M 5^.' P'''' ^" '^""^^"S with the problems of young people 

l^nr^ ^f' is very supportive of attempts that could be maL ^o 

improve the situation without alienating the young people further. 

players^for^thos^"h ^"T' ^f''"" ^" "^"^^ supervision by experienced" 

players for those who. want to learn to play or improve their games. 

School 'pubH/fh'';'''f«^"!? »^eh School, St. James Elementary 

vaJloi; nur erv scSoils '''"'^"^ ^^'^^'^"'^^ ^-"-^^ Convent^ 

Tni^n^ h schools and day care centers, and the Sunshine School for 

mentally handicapped children all use the library. caooi ror 

^^ n ^^"^^ outreach activity to members of the community with the exceD- 

It Jibrar;?'""^ °' '^^'^^ '° ^'^'^ ^°-d indiJidilfs who us^ 

J^l library programming is geared primarily toward children, but there is 
so:ne information available for self -directed learning for adults. 

Howe 

in a lurverof'^ltT" °' f i f ''''"'^^ ^y"^"' ^= presently involved 
yield!d7h^ ? 11 ^" ^" community. So far the survey has 

To n 000 ?tem^'.^.%7 ^^P^i""^^"" ^^^^^^^^ 10.^76 (with a library collection of 
at hav^ : ' \ ° -on-n-^nity is illiterate; 4) 32% of che adult popu- 

Lm^'ity Lrat'or'il school; 5) half or more of the families in th' ' 

^ ly di adva tag.d " ^^^^^^^ ^= """"^^^^ — 
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ic is easy to see how making a public library a viable and effective 
municy service could be quite a challenge in a community where education and 
cult .-al enrichment are likely low on the list of priorities for survival. 
Interestingly, during the 1930's, the Howe branch was considered the best'in the 
public library systert, but it is now reflecting the problems of being in a chang- 
ing neighborhood" which is expected to lost 7% of its population by 1985.(5) 
Despite this situation, the librarian observed that there has been a decided in- 
crease in the use of library materials in the past eight years. At present there 
seems to bo an influx of white-skinned people into the area. 

In addition to the librarian, there is one. other full-time professional one 
part-time professional, two full-time clerks, and two pages who work 25 hours a 
week each. The library is open six days a week for a total of 39% hours. Hours 
are flexible, however. If staff are present in the building and someone wants 
to use the library, he/she is let in. Additionally, there are story hours for 
Children from area day care centers during hours when the library is not fonnally 
open, ■ • 

Two years ago a request was inada through Harmanus Bleecker for Community 
Development Act pi 1974 funds. This would be federal money to add income to the 
library, but so far there has been no action on this request. 

This branch is very involved in its community, and with individual' families. 
It is located on the Second floor of a two-3tory building. The librarian ex- 
pressed enthusiasm about expanding the library into the first floor to create a 
community center. There is also high awareness of and referral to various social 
agencies in the area and in the city. The library is a meeting place for a number 
of community groups, and works closely with many of them, especially Trinity 
Institution. ' 



There is no ongoing attempt to reach out to members of the community who do 
not read, and to raise the literacy level in the area. The outreach is carried 
out through contacts with local agencies, especially the Adult Learning Center 
wfiich hires people from the neighborhood to do this kind of public relations. 

The Literacy Volunteers work out of Howe. Children come from the public 

ThJ^^, o'rw ^T'l'r'"" '° the library, as well as from the 

Thomas 0 Bri en School for the mentally handicapped, and the local branch of the 

K.il ^""f^^"^ School. In the past college volunteers from SUNYA would work 
with children in the library teaching reading, but there have been no such 
volunteers during this past yeav. 

Senior citizens comprise the majority of the adult user population, but they 
seemingly prefer to remaixi in the senior cit.tizens centers located in housing 
projects in the neighborhood. Some educational counseling is done in the' library. 
There was formerly a reading progrc .. for children with problems learning in school, 
supervised by a reading teacher, but funrls are no longer available for this. 

The library also works with the Boy Scouts in the area. Service to shut-ins 
is informal and sporadic; there is need for more time and staff. There is inter- 
action with the Albany County Health Center, the Albany County Mental Health 
Clinic, the Albany County Youthful Drug Ah :se Clinic, the South End Comnnanity 
Health Center, and the local teen center (which appears to be relatively inactive). 
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One factor perhaps contributing to the increased use of the library is the 
f i^^r^'wK^ ^ community. Good relations between the Lolice 

and the library are maintained, an.^ reside: ts of the area have experienced greater 
personal safety. e ^ ^ 

,,,Mn^^ '"''^r potential area of service for this library lies at present in the 
setting up of a community center in its building. The librarian predicted that 
^?!r.r!'^^'' ^ meeting place, but could show movies, perhaps 

b^^LJrf f ^''°kP'' ^'f^ ^ P^^'^ "'"^i'^ practising, and whatever else would 
De desired by members of the community. 

New Scotland Avenue 

w^^h on "f^fi^^r^'^i'.K"^ ^^^^ librarian, who has a B.A. in librarianship, works 
With one full-time librarian (with B.A.), one 3/4 time librarian (M.L.s! , one 
^ Z ' Pa'^t-time clerk, and four high school pages. The holdings 

of the library as of December, 1975, were over 17,000 items! 'ihe book budgetlor 
this year is $12 000. It should be pointed out that the adult book budget' 

wJ' ^^"''^ purchase of only about 40 new books a 

month The library is open a total of 26 hours a week, but staff observed that 
the library never seems to be particularly busy, it is located in a predominantly 
middle class, „hite residential neighborhood. ominanciy 

schnn^^? ^f''^'^ primarily tov ird serving the children who attend local 

scJ^ols' / ' • ^i^'^r^'^' St. Catherine's, and Mercy elementary and high 

senior °^ ^^^""'^ children bnd their mothers and 

senior citizens. There is a minor ''t'roblem with vandalism during the summer. 

leverafservl^prJ ""^'"^ ff¥^ °f Albany Public with representatives of 

IZZ ^° '^if'^'^ss how to 'deal with this problem. In the past, rowdy 

young people were m-rely requested to leavp the library. ^ 

^^t"""' il t New Scotland-Whitehall Road Neighborhood Association in the 
community which is pushing for more hour, at the library, including Saturday 
hours, but interaction between the Association and the i brary is only in the 

common, is lacking for space. This lack of space prevents expansion ^f program- 

and'f alT" nd ^h! ' ' "^^'^ pre-school story'hours done'in'sjring 

and fall, .nd the summer puppet shows and movies for children. These programs arf 

FedeJ: i:r IVI °? "^'^'"^"-^ ^^^^ °^ Uppe^HuLon S ry ^ 

things as % ' expanding existing programming to include such 

ill Lt, ' f ^S"""^ y°""8 adults and adults in fields like bird watch- 

ing, antiques, and gardening. wat^u 



Pine Hills Branch 



branch ! T"! Branch of the Albany Public Library is the largest of tne 

nantw'mlddl collection of over 42,000 items. It is located fn a predomi- 

nantly middle c.ass, white community which is changing slowly from single family 
residences to having a good number of apartment buildings, ^he library is open 
SIX. days a week, 49 hours during the school year. It if staffed bv on. llu 
and one half-time adult librarians, one fuU-tim; young adu Hbrarian a i/l 
XTti' ^'h''""' children's librarian (all of whom !re professional iibr rians) 
pages! ' Part-time clerk, a part-time secretary, Ld several high school ' 

Like the other branch libraries. Pine Hills sponsors, publicizes and ho„c« 

oTfhTpinrHi'n: TTTVT''''' there^r^"'oLat":;arl t°ing%' 

of the Pine Hills Neighborhood Association in. the library. The most recent issue 
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of concern is the creation of an Albany chapter of the 4-H Club. The library 
also sponsors after-school movies for children. (List on file). There are also 
pre-school story hours and programs, and programs for mothers. 

In the past the Literacy Volunteers worked out of Pine Hills. Books aro 
brought to shut-ins on an informal basis, ovx there is no active out-reach to 
this segment of the population. Requests for materials for visually handicapped 
individuals'are met through the Library for the Blind out of the State Library. 
The librarian mentioned a need for more large print books in the library to 
accommodate the visually handicapped. 

Pine Hills circulates books and materials to a large population of senior 
citizens, children and their mothers, and residents of Hospitality House, a half- 
way house for ex-drug users, St. Ann's Home for Girls, the LaSalle School for 
Boys, Eden Park and Childs Nursing Homes, and St, Catherine's Child Care Center. 

As with all the libraries there is lack of space, a need for expanded facil- 
ities, which, if provided, would greatly increase the potential for community * 
and service agency involvement in the library. Occasional requests for foi^eign 
language materials are met through use of interlibrary loans. 

ALTAMONT FREE LIBRARy 

The Altamont Frt-e Library is 5 years^^old. It has a collection of 10,647 
children's and adult books, in addition to a collection of some 600 records. It 
is housed in the downstairs area of a bank building. The library's policies are 
set by a village library board, is open four days a week- for a total of 21 hours, 
and receives funds from the State, the Town of Guilderland, anjd the Village of 
Altamont. 

There is strong Board support' for the library. Some people in the community 
are not aware of its existence, partly oecause of the location. The comniunity is 
largely middle-class and white, with many State employees commuting to Albany for 
work, but there is also a significant rural population, many of whom use the 
library. The librarian has no specialise training. 

7 

"}•■ 

The library's service emphasis is on young children for whom there are puppet 
shows, story hours, and films in the summer months. There is a coupon exchange, 
patterns and puzzles available, and proposed book review program in the mornings 
for mothers. The popular fiction materials are the most often circulated. The 
librarian expressed a desire to expand services to young people, as they are Hot 
presently well -served. 

There is informal delivery of material^! to shut-ins. Residents of Heldeberg 
House, a facility of the Department of Mental Hygiene for the mentally handicapped, 
use the library regularly. 

BERME ?\\EE LIBRARy 

The Berne Free Library with a collection of just over 6,100 items, serves 
a population of some 2,000 people, although, library users also come occasionally 
from Knox, Westerlo, Wright, West Berne, and Gallupville. It is a Town-supported 
library with a board of five membei:J, who, according to the librarian, are basic- 
ally supportive of their library. The library is open four days a week for only 
18 hours, and only 14 hours a week in the summer. The library board allots Town 
funds. 

10 
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The library's total operating budget for this "«ar is SA inn t^^o 

U^iry d^Lee t^nj^r^r.^""""' "'"""i""- «-ch.r (who has I professional 
Saturda/:?"i,o„!;s. ""^ 'W'Uron's story hours on 

hnflnJ" tho library moved to Its present location out of necessity rh. 

ToS^r •■ . funding is also a comunlty center, hoL.sln" various 

local orsanizatlons such as the local Historical Society. various 

ru%:"hrujjfjy"^K~ 
?s:rLf irrh-£^£^ = 

The other major service of thit library is to shut-ln<? cn„^ 
is so small, this eroup is easilv ^r^on^^^^ ki /f"^ ins. Since the community 

librarian ' easily identiriable, and known personally by the 



BETHLEHEM PUBLIC LIBRARY 



The Bethlehem Fublic Library comes the cl^.s^><?^ r^f ni i 
County to providing reasonsblo J r- T \ . closest of all the libraries in Albany 
of what a publ c Hbrarrcan be wi^^^ community, and can be used as a model 

district library wJose funds ^r. ^^^^T ^-^??ovt. it is a school 

budget is weluLpported ln\h % Since the school 

f.n!ing fr::'thrsa:rtax-base! '^'^^ "^'^^ 

The library contains some 90,000 itera-^ to <?Prvo a ,,^r„.io.^ 
20,000. The community it serves is ore' ^ r ^ ^ °" °^ approximately 

there are low-inco.e pocket^n tJ^ to^i ^L^Lv 

three years ago. A ne- thrust in ulZr' V ^ ^ ^" building.,, 

ushered in wifh the a;poLt:e"t of n^^ib ^^ran S'thin'Th" 'T' '° '^^^ 
t^"lL-Ht\r;orr^-:[t\.t\-"-^ no n ^treS^t^haf :v:r-;err::b.L\id 

annual statistic^ r;por '^f p^rt of th! r ? ^'"^"^ ^^^^^ " ^ 

Upper Hudson Library Federltion '^^^ui'^ement for being a member of the 

Library^oard'^^ T'''! °^ ^^ch year. This 

\t : r:e~ h ^--^^^ ^^-^^tr'^ 
:X-!^ri?i?a\;^~^^^^ 

71 hours, and five days a Seek for a totaJ of . " °f 

/ weeic ror a total of 60 hours during the summer. 

of paJ?ng^°ff\rn:"b?iUil'' L''' for the library, not including the cost 

r 7 e uii. Lue new Duiiaing, is an impressive $272,425. 
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^'^LJ^^'^"'^^^" estimates that some 40;; of Bethlehem Public '"Library users are 
young children. Many non-working women aud senior citizens also use the library 
but the long hours are designed also to accommodate the manv working and profes-' 
sional people who live in the community. There are occasional visits and use of 
tue library by rcsi.lents of Albany and Guilderland, and sometimes from even 
tart her away. 

Library service to shut-ins is difficult, since this group appears to be 
•somewhat defensive about being identified in this community. Attempts to contact 
these people are made through local ministers, but contact is most effectively 
made by word ..^f.. mout h. It is hoped t.ha.t contact with this group will improve 
with outreach by the library's new vari service. 

J^^.^^/ services provided by the library include referral to the Library for 
the Blind and Handicapped; books and films to the Good Samaritan Home; workshops 
for young adults on videotape, babysitting, chess, film, and music; career coun- 
seling programs; counseling for adults in pursuit of higher education; visits to 

book talks and films, occasional auditorium programs; story hours 
for children of different ages, films Saturday evenings for children; films 
.riday evenings for young adults, and Sunday afternoons for families; deposits 
c ^" Clarksville, the Good Samaritan Home, 

n lf u r J"" Street Park swimming pool; Literacy Volunteers who work in the 
Bethlehem Library; ani there is a special information service in the library. 

The librarian expressed a need for more outreach and programming for senior 
^ citizens and young adults in the community. There is also a need for a program - 
to provide transportation to bring people in the community without transportation 
to the library, and for more and better knowledge of and referral to local 

hVZ J^tT^^' ^ ""^^^ ^^"^ suggested would be to 

have part-time youth counselor working in the library to help young people who 

Uhr w fTJ P^''" ^"'^ ^^^^ ^^"^^y °^ personal problems. The 

librarian felt this to be a viable possibility in view of the library staff's 
awareness of young people with problems. v 

Staff also felt strongly the need for librarians and social agencies to work 
together, and observed that links to various social agencies could be much 
improved. 

COHOES PUBLIC LIP.R,\RY 

The Cohoes Public Library is relatively new. it was created in 1970, though 
prior to this time there was another public library, it is funded through city 
taxes and has a library board of five members who are appointed by the Mayor. 
The library board is supportive of the library. 

. ^ o?^nif f""!! ^^''"'^^ '^'^ ^^i^"'^^' Cohoes and Green Island, m.king up a 

to.al of 21,000 individuals. Cohoes is almost exclusively white, predominantly 
Catholic, and lower income with a high illiteracy rate, though there is a crowing 
suburban-like population. Very few of the residents of Green Island us.^ the 
library. The main groups served by the library are children and senior citizens. 
The library is open a total of Si hours a week (47 during July and August) and is 
staffed by one full-time professional librarian, one part-time professional 
children s librarian, a full-time clerk, three part-time clerks, four neighborhood 
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Youth Corps pages ub.oae numbers increase during rhe sunnner months, an adult staff 
funded by Operation Mainstream, and one employee provided by the Public Work 
Program, 

. ^ ^^^y' "^^'^ library used the remaining $2,000 of the 

original $10,000 thi^.y.ear in federal f..,iing, bringing the total op;ratlng 

?S onn ? '° $48,000. The total holdings in the library are over 

ly fUUV Items, 




whlch^^Mr J'l^^!!!/^^^ f° ^ ^""^^""^^ °^ "^he Library group in Cohoes, 

which could yield additional Support for the library. 

Services presently provided by the li-.rary are impressive in view of the 
f Mlnf L library and its staffing. There are weekly pre-school story hours; 
a pilot story hour for two and three-year-olds should be continued this fall; 
there is a once-a-month crafts program for school-aged children. Macrame needle- 
point embroidery and Christmis decorations were made in the crafts program. 

^Jpd ^MM "'^'^K '''^u^r 1^^^^^^^°^ has in the past provided films for school- 
aged children, but the librarian felt that this was not too successful due to the 
uneven quality of some of the films. This sumer there are planned pre-school 
story hours, puppet shows, movies and arts and crafts programs. There is an 
tlnlT ^"^'"P^to induce more children to read, especially through the puppet 
shows sXnce children must read in order to do the productions. The children's 

ibra^'" " ^° b^^'^ explain the use of the 

library, and put on puppet shows. e ui. cue 

rnr.n.JJH''^ is planned a progra,. of outreach to the five public playgrounds in the 

brr or' handle: P-S""'^ ^he 1 - 

nr!^^! K.f^ ^^'^'^ Children who attend Ca-hoos, a summer camp. Head Start 

lUnlt. ? i^''" ^'^""^y ^he students of the five nur^ry 

scLfl T^er/^a:: "ll ''?!^°'\^'<'<''- School, and students of the many parochial 
architpctur^ H h ^1^°^''^'' lectures in the library on local history and 
bc^Tret'u" iHh^lJb'^arr^ "'"^^'^^ ''''' audio-visual center 

ua« t^n\JirnJr^r; ^^t^ difficult to get adults in the connnunity to 

use the library, though mothers from the Home Services Agency programs come in 

Ubr ?y "1 : uS" '^'"7 '"^'^ adufts to u" lie 

iibrary. Tno library has no good parking space, which can be a problem for car- 

Zu^!^f 1° "^'^ librarians estimate that 18 or 19 per cent of tJe 

population of the «rca served by the library own library cards and feel that ^he 
community's attitude toward the library is essentially positive. 

Tho librarians are interested in doing more in terms of adult programmina 
One Ufler requested book discussions. There is also a need for outreach to shS;. 

iu tl^er. ^ '''^^"fS °" "^""^^ P-eram for senior c ti ens, 

Dut tiiere is not adequate staff for this, ' 
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COLOHIE PUBLIC LIBRARY ' 

The Colonie Public Library is a municipal public library owned by the Town 
of Colonie, with a five member board of trustees. The library is funded by the 
Town. There is generally good support in the Town for the library, according to 
the librarian. The library is due to move into a new building late this summer, 
and it is expected that this will provide for innovation in running the library. 

The IfSrary has a collection of 35,000 items to serve a population of about 
70,000. Its community is predominantly white and middle class. The library is 
open six days a week for a total of 52 hours. At present the children's and 
reference services are being expanded so that there _is now a total of four 
professional staff in the library. 

The librari-an was not able to identify any particular categories of library 
users, but did feel a need to expand service to adults. Presently there are pre- 
school story hours two days a week, and a playground program planned for the 
summer in conjunction with the town Recreation Department. It is predicted that 
the move to the new building will facilitate setting up of film and music pro- 
grams and various "cultural activities". The two major institutions in the area, 
the Ann Lee County Home and the County Jail, are not as yet served by the library. 

The librarian sees the importance of using a library partly as a community 
center, and of interacting with recreational facilities. He is not in favor of 
the bookmobile approach to library service, and as yet, there is little attempt 
toward outreachwith the exception of the creation of a small branch library in 
the Colonic Shopping Center housing a collection of mostly popular fiction. 

In the past there was a program for young adults, but it is presently not 
operating. The librarian sees a role for public libraries in combatting illiter- 
acy, but there is no such program at Colonic at present. It can be said that 
much of the undeveloped potential of the library in terms of services will be 
explored when the trove to the new, larger building is made. 

CUILDERLAND FREE LIBRARY 

This library is an association library with a library board which serves the 
Uijual advisory and policy-making functions. Funding is obtained through the Town 
budget. This year the book budget is $15,000; the present collection contains 
some 22,000 items. The library is open six days a week for a total of 46 hours 
with three fewer hours on Saturdays in the summer. 

The librarian, the only professional member of the staff, feels that until 
recently Guilderland, with a population of 25,000, was not particularly library 
conscious. There is now a strong Frion-lo of the Library group. Guilderland is 
predominantly white and middle class. There are some Oriental and black families. 
In addition to the librarian, there are seven part-time library clerks and from 
four to ten volunteer mothers who staff the library. 

Services include outreach to the Westmere and Guilderland Center Nursing 
Homos; movioo Monday mornings for senior citizens who are picked up and brought 
to the library; story hours for children oi'.co a week; and summer programs for 
children which are run by a part-time employee of the town. 

Children from rurscry schools in the community use the library, and the 
library puts on shows in the Town Arts Festival. Otherwise, within the next 
three years the library is looking to expand its facilitlea. The librarian 
oxprosned intufeat in expanding library services outside of the library, but the 
usual lack of funds, space, and staff make It difficult. 

ERIC 14 
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MENANDS PUBLIC LIBRARY 



The Menands Public Library's policy-making body is a library board with five 
members, which has monthly meetings. Funding for the library is obtained through 
taxing and the Upper Hudson Library Federation. ( 5) The library is located on the 
second floor of the VFW building, making it extremely inconvenient for large seg- 
ments of the community to use it and making outreach a priority. 

The staffing at this library consists of a librarian who works 18 hours a 
week, and an assistant who is a former member of the library board, who works six 
hours a week. There is a collection of some 19,000 items to accommodate a mixed 
income level community of some 2,500 people. The total operating budget this 
year is $7,000 not including $1,100 provided by the Federation. 

The major users of the library are mothers and children. There are story 
hours on Saturday mornings. Otherwise, there are no oth«r services provided by 
the library beyond the expected book and record circulation, reference, use of 
interlibrary loans, and the Upper Hudson Federation which loans out books to the 
library. 

It would seem that the library's conmunity is apathetic with regard to the 
library, though it is a reading community. There is, as always, a need for more 
room, and for the library to be located on the ground level so that it would be 
easier of access by people for whom it is difficult or impossible to climb stairs. 

RAVENA FREE LI BRARY 

This library is funded by the Town of Coeymans and the Village of Ravena. 
It has a collection of 8,000 books to serve a population of some 7,500 people. 
There is a five member board of trustees which the librarians feel is fairly 
supportive of the library. Funds allptted for the library, at any rate, have 
Increased every year for the past several years. The total operating budget to 
5/31/76 la almost $11,000. & b 

The community served by the library is semi-industrial with the Atlantic 
Cement Company the major local employer, although there are also a lot of com- 
muters to Albany who work for the State. The community appears to be mixed 
economically with some low income families. It is predominantly white, but there 
are several Spanish-speaking and black families who seldom use the library. 

The library is open six days a week for a total of hours. It serves 
metrbers of Hillside House, which is a residence for mentally handicapped adults. 



5. Ten percent of aidable expenses, which usually means expenses for books, is 
returned each year to ench library in tho Federation. This money is provided 
for by State law through the State Legislature. There is also minimal funding 
through a federal grant which provides money to public libraries which mee- 
HCandards for staffing, hours, and Increased funding from one year to the next. 
The libraries In Albany County which receive this funding are Bethlehem, 
Colonio, GuilHerland, and VoorheesvlUc. Not all the libraries eligible 
tor this money nre receiving it. 
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There are requests for large-print books for the visually handicapped. These 
requests are met through the State Library. There are sLt-ins in th^ comnunitv 
but they are brought library materials by relatives, not the librarrstafT ' 

fall hl^V' P^^f^^l include story hours for young children done in spring and 
iniiv?LaL H ' " community and .other helpers; poster contests; 

individuals who are job hunting are referred to other agencies. The libra^ win- 

::ietT ^^--^^^-^ ^-^^ erou^s such-as'tt^Hi^to^rirl; 

FrJpnSr.f ' reading program for children, and a 

the:e LtLtLs!''''''^' ^'^^^^ ^° '^-^ ^ ^or 

so far'ther^isT 'm'""'" """"^ illiteracy in the community, but 

nfff y f r ^''^""P' "^his problem. Apparently the Town 

officials do not use the library. This may say something abou't the at itude^f 
the Town government toward its library. ccicuae or , 

The' story common to the other public libraries regarding lack of space is 
re evant in Rnv.na The library is housed in one larg! roomf and there is so 

ofi other'T ''"'"^ '° ^"^^^^^ "° '-der hat there i little 

■?orWLse^'Tf I'' li'^'^-i-^ expressed a need for an expanded fac ty 
The Act^rLibrarJr'' ' P-'^S^-i^g and community involvement 'in the library, 
n voWpL ' ^"^"-P'^ofessional, began her employment at the library as 

alio not'a or„r"/''/?:K" '^'^^"^ ' ^'"^ ^^P^oyee. Her co-worker who 
which is uLh P'^^^"^^^"^! librarian, is pleased with the $350/month book budget 
Which is used to purchase mostly books of contemporary interest Thpr» <o nf! 
Pr^L 'xheT'^' Hudson River historical books co'uection'^u'Sised' ro^m^Hop^^^ 
Press. ..There are occasional problems in the library with senseless vandalism. 

RENSSELAERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

hn^h Il^i' ''^''^ r"*^^ P"^^^'' ^^^^""^^ °f the more interesting with reeard to 

both its cornmunity and the amount of activity generated by it, gJven its sCe 

• h^loin °Vrni'^r'°"^' ^'r^' association library cSLt re^ to 

a\o?uLeer U^raV o- 'c n^Js in Tnle^ 'T'^' J^^^'^"^^' ^^^^ ^« 

An « . ^uciLu consisting or nine members. It serves an annrnvf 

60 square mile area serving a population of some 1,800 people! The UbrS is 
aTerv°Joi " "° ''"^"'^'^^ ^"PP°" P^ovlLd'by the Town bu^ t is 

up-to-date occupational information, are of an unusually high quality TiraL. 1 

at;'rt^^^i^^ib^,^-.^^'°°°; ^-^^j;^^;:^ -r' i -------oi- 

larger budget thnn'it does L iact! ' ' '"'P'^^^^^^" °f operating on a much 

bonrd^I;Mn^T"^'^ ^"l^ ^"^"Smented. Thft librarian and a member of the library 
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Despite this discouraging state of affairs, with the help of volunteers and 
much energy this library manages to be opon 30 hours a week for five days, in 
addition. to the residents of the Town, the library serves school children from the 
Greenville Central School; books are sent to RensselaerviUe Elementary School of 
year long loans; biology students of Union College who work on the Huyck Preserve 
make use of the library, as do residents of the neighboring towns of Berne and 
n!!H ^h^yPP°^ Hudson Library Federation interlibrary loan service is well- 

used, and the librarians are looking to increase the hours the library is open. 

Besides the usual book loans and interlibrary loan and reference services. 
Rensselaervilu.. Public Library is involved in a project which is unique in New York 
State and possibly the nation. It involves the use of volunteer drivers to deliver ' 
iW%°fn^w pre-s.-.ool children of rural, usually economically underpriv- 

ri ^ i^f. ' ^° or wfll not go to the library. 

These children very likely would not be exposed to books at all if it weren't for 
this program, and it is reported that the parents of these children also become 
turned on to reading. The books are lent out for two weeks at a time after which 
time they are retrieved and a new box of ten delivered. Forty families are present- 
ly being served. The families were identified through the town board, the local 
postmen, road nion, and the schools, and have been served since October, 1975. 

It is hoped that this project can be e-<panded to include all the Hill Towns in 
In/T'/" ^"'^^^'^ °f 200 families. The librarian is looking to obtain 

p^Tr.fr % CETA funds to become a pilot project of the Upper Hudson Library 

lfr,ZtllT\ J T "^'^ ^""^ ^^^"^ F'^^^ Library to become invo'ved 

cooperatively in the project. 

In the past the library had story hours, but they have never been a great 
'.c-:,',3 due to lack of enthusiasm and a small number of young children livinc in 
UK. immediate vicinity of the library. There is the usual need for space to ex- 
pand, and greater funding. 

VOORHEESVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

This library has a policy making board of five members who are elected by 
residents of the Towns of New Scotland, Guilderland, and Berne, but who are separ- 
ate from the School Board, although ths school district is the taxing unit. The 
library la fairly well supported in this community, with a present annual operating 
bud get of $71,400. it serves a community of 7,500 with a collection of 25-28,000 
items. VoorheesviUe is one of the five libraries in the Upper Hudson Library 
Federation which qualify for a federal incentive grant to promote the growth of 
libraries. The funds awarded for this year to Voorheesvi lie amounted to $375. 

The library is staffed by two fuU-t;lir,o professionals, six clerks, and five 
or sly. high school pages, as well o« the custodian. An observation of the librarian 
18 that Libraries which are funded throuj^h local taxes and which are school-related, 
tend to have a more dependable financial base, than association libraries which are 
possibly more subject to the political variables affecting municipal politics. 

Voorhoesvllle is a fairly homogeneous middle class white community, which has 
had an influx of professional families over the past ten years. The librarian noted 
that the majority of library users are adults, which contrasts with many of the 
och..r libraries where children and senior citizens seem to predominate. The librar- 
ian how(.ver, emphasl;{es that the local sciv.ol librarioo exist to serve the ochool- 
age mcmberi. of the community. (This' is of course not possible in oome of the smnllcr. 
poorer communities such as Ronsselaervil 1,. in which there are no school libraries, 
or poor ones.) ' 
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Programs and services provided by the library, besides the usual books and 
reference service include the provision of audio-visual materials, pre-Kchool story 
hours, and Thursday afternoon films for ?f.-.le of all ages. A Wednesday evening 
film program was abandoned due to lack of attendance. The librarian would like to 
provide for planned study groups for adults, a job hunting service for adults, in- 
cluding instruction in resume-writing, job hunting, and referral to small businesses 
and other employers in the community doing hiring. The librarian holds the philos- 
ophy of library as information center" and maintains that a library can perpetuate 
itself by becoming indispensable to its community. 

WATERVLIET PUBLIC LIBRARY 

This public library started as an association library, but it is now a city 
piiblic library with an advisory board of 12 members. According to the professional 
librarian the board is supportive of the library, but the community is poor, mostly 
working class, with a shrinking population of less than 13,000, due to companies 
leaving the area. 

The library houses 11,000 items and is staffed by the librarian, one eight 
hour .1 week paid professional assistant, one high school page who works six hours 
a week, and volunteer time contributed by 14 members of the community. The proposed 
total operating budget for 1976 is $13,400. The library is open six days a week 
for a total of 33b hours, and five days and 30 hours in the summer. 

In the past the library circulated morrj books to children than adults but 
this is changing due to the hiring last yoar of a librarian for the local elementary 
school with consequent increase in use by children of the school library. There is 
a significant senior citizen population in Watervliet. " 

Despite Its size and small staff, ttere are a number of programs run at the 
library: book discussions, film programs, craft programs, puppet shows; books are 
del ivered to the Senior Citizens' Center and to shut-ins. The Friends of thp 
Library also spons.jre'd n lecture-demonstration by Leonard Weber, a local artist 
and a flea market-antique show in 1975. . School classes also visit the library. 

The librarian expressed interest in increasing interaction between the library 
and other service agfincies in the Albany County area, and wants specifically to 
hold a bicentennial exhibit, and expand the pre-school story hours. 

There is need for larger facilities, there are disruptive children in the li- 
brary during the winter months. The librarian is looking to take the library to a 

argor building in Watervliet, which would be housed with the Senior Citizens Group. 
In the past, the Elks and Rotary Clubs donated funds to the library, but this is no 
longer the cano. 



ERIC 



In conclusion. It cnn safely be generalized that public libraries in Albany 
County provide an admirable range of services to library users given the limited 
funds, staff and space available. The librarians taken as a group appear to be 
hard-working, dedicated individuals who porhnps could exercise mora asocrtivoneos 
in their communUlea , with their library boards, and local political reprosentntivea 
to obtain the kind of service "the people" deserve. Studies have shown that librar- 
ians na a profofloionnl group tend to be more work than initiation oriented. However 
the froqucnt lack of community support for or interest in libraries must not bo over- 
looked, nor the general low priority status of librarians as professionals, and of 
libraries as viable social and service Inotltutibns in American society. 

18 



- 17 - 



This report cannot be concluded without giving special mention to the Upper 
Hudson Library Federation which serves a library for libraries as well as' being 
a library in its own right. The Federation could be said to represent symbolically 
the collective efforts of libraries in the Upper Hudson Region of New York State. 
It is through the Federation that there is the existing machinery for cooperation 
among the public libraries. Two staff members of the Federation are involved in 
bringing library materials to the Albany County Jail. 

Federation meetings are not always well attended by Albany County library 
staff. It may be well to ascertain the reasons for this. It is felt by some of 
the librarians that the Federation is weak in providing consultant services, partic- 
ularly in terms of funding source information. As was also pointed out by one li 
brarian, the Upper Hudson region in New York State receives less money than any 
other region in the state. 

< The Level of sophistication of librarians, and their Boards in Albany County 
is widely varied. The Federation might well make available training sessions on 
funding sources, utilizing among other resources, local expertise* Related to this 
is the fact that one potential source of funding for Albany County public libraries - 
is County taxes. This source presently yields no financial support. A federated 
approach to this possibility by the various libraries might be fruitful. 

In view of the ingenuity and creativeness of some of the local programs, it 

is regrettable that more of the librarians do not take advantage of the Federation 

workshops, and that their Boards do not encourage such inter-communication. This 

could provide staff with - frequently inexpensive - ideas for programming proved 
via ble elsewhere in the County. 

Should these approaches not be feasible through the Federation, perhaps co- 
operative efforts toward resource and service sharing could be carried out through 
some other means. 



Lastly, there could be more attempt on the parts of the librarians to serve 
their communities by increased interaction with and awareness of the existence of 
other service rrrencies in Albany County, and perhaps even an increased attempt to 
bring an expanded service orientation into the libraries. It is to be sincerely 
hoped that libraries in Albany County will in the future receive the support and 
recognition that they deserve, and that libraries in general can become what they 
should be: important sources of information, services, and culture in a free 
society. 



EKLC 



Footnote 

,V. 1 footnoto it nl(3ht be added that the- mblic library ser-iceo in Albany 
.onv.ty aro fortunate in hfivinr: oxtensivi. backup rosnurces available in that the 
County id a State Capital and a colltf^t and univeroity center. 

Thu Library of the State of Wew York, considered by many one of the fineot in 
the nation, in availablo to the citizen for on-site reference use, and through 
Inter-library loan as a resource, :iext ir jize is State University of IJow York it 
Albany, which io available aa reference, to inter-library, and also permits gome 
direct circulation by citizena, particularly senior citizens. Siena ColloRe, 3aint 
nof.a, and a variety of r.pecialist resources (Medical Coller;o, Schoola of Law and 
Pharmacy) are avail! bio in the background. The Capital District Library Council, 
vlt.h Itn co'irtesy cards and the coopora^,ior. of the various libraries provides an' 
onrichn«nt factor not found in many localit ieti . Additional rcGional resources can 
also bo reached throuch iiotv/ork. 

19 



TABLE I 



Public Libraries i 
Items in Connections, Population Served, 



Library 


Items in 


or System 


Col Ipr ^ icin( ^ 


City of Albany 


(Harmanus Bleecker) 


160 000 


Altamont (Village) 


11,247 


Berne (Town) 


6, ICQ 


Bethlehem (Town) 


90 000 


Cohoes (City) and 




Green Island (Town) 


19,000 


Colonie (Town) 


35 000 


Guilderland (Town) 


22,000 


Knox (Town) 


0 


Menands (Village) 


19,000 


Ravena-Coeymans (Town) 


8,000 


Rensselaerville 


15,000 


Voorheesvi 1 1 e-New 




Scotland (Town) 


28,000 


Watervliet (City) 


11,000 


Westerlo 


^ 0 



Total: Albany County t^l^^^kl 



L Albany County 

tems Per Capita for Service Population 



Population Items Per Capita 
Served for Service Population 



108,479 


1.5 


1,540 


7.3 


2,000 


3.0 


23,658 


3.8 


21,686 


.9 


/O , ZOo 


.5 


23,111 


1.0 


1,872 


0 


9,169 


2.1 


6,819 


1.2 


2,000 


7.5 


8,738 


3.2 


12,435 


.9 


1,906 


0 


282,910 


1.5 



In building the table, the number of items is that given by the lii rarians. 
When a range of numbers was given, the maximum number was used in all instances. 
Population data used are from the "Demographic Pr^ofile of Albany County", December 
31, 1974, done by the Council of Community Services updating the population esti- 
mates for all census tracts in the County to that approximate, date. 

As may be seen by the use of the yardstick of four items per capita (see 
Note 1 above) the "quality" of the collections varies widely, with Altamont and 
Rensselaerville being well above the yardstick, and Bethlehem being at it, Berne 
and New Scotland cOme closely thereafter. 

It is again cautioned that such a yardstick is oversimplistic. 
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Table II . • ■ 

Albany County Public Libraries Circulation, 1975 
By Total Items Circulated, and by General Type 
of Item, Includins Interlibrary Borrowings'. 
Expressed as Number of Items, and Fercapita 
for Population of Service Area. 

^ Total Inter- 

Lihr^rv r'^^'^'^^f.^- Non-book Library Borrowed 

Library or Circ^olation Books Materials Circulation* 

r L. Per Capita /f Per Capita // Per Cam ta ff Per Capi ta 



System 



V nannanus uxeecKsr 


^ ceo ^ 

I 552,616 


5.1 


lt98,03lt 


It. 6 


5lt,582 


.5 


2,9lt3 


.03 


Altamont (Village) 


26,380 


17.1 


23,556 


15.3 


2,79lt 


1.8 


781 


.5 


Berne (Town) 


lk,05h 


7.0 


13,579 


6.8 


lt75 


.2 


271 


.I'-. 


Bethlehem (Town) ■ 


268,302 


.11.3 


267,916 


11.3 


386 


■ .02 


l,0lt5 


.Olt 


uonoes v^ii^y/ and 
Green Island 


i+l,81t5 


1.9 


38,250 


1.8 


3,595 


.2 


l,0lt5 


.Olt 


Colonie (Town) 


178,723 


2.5 


177,361 


2.5 


l,3lt2 


.02 


980 


.01 


Ouilderland (Town) 


69,192 


3.0 


61t,6ll 


2.8 


It, 581 


.2 


l,20lt 


.05 


Menonds (Village) 


9,'t69 


1.0 


7,600 


.8 


1,869 


.2 


166 


.02 


Ravena-Coeymans 
(Town) 


11,931 


1.7 ■ 


11,862 


1.7 


69 


.01 


239 


.Olt 


Rensselaerville 


9,203 


it. 6 


8,239 


It.l 


961t 


.5 


332 


.2 


Voorheesville- 
"low Scotland (Town) 


38,29it 




37 ,799 


It. 3 


li95 


.06 


672 


.07 


Watervliet 


22,956 


1.8 


22,205 


1.8 


751 


.06 


2ltlt 


.02 


Total: Albany 
County 


l,2it2,965 


li.lt 1,171,062 


It.l 


71,903 


.3 


9,923 


.01* 



*Excludinc bulk loans 



By comparison with Table I, which outlines resources available, this table 
eive3 gome perspective on the use of the resources by the localities. Basically 
the same picture enerfies relative to Table I in that when. the libraries are plac( 
in rank order in each table (items per capita, v total circulation per capita) 
the top aix in Table I are the top six it; Table II, although relative positions 
vary . , , , 
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Table III 



Population Valuation and Operating Budget Data of Public Libraries in Albany County 

With Per Capita and Ranking Analyses ' 



Library 



Population 
werved 



Albany 

Altamont 

Berne. 

Cohoes 

Colonic 

Dekar 

Guilderland 

Menands 

Ravena 

Rensselaerville 

Voorheesville 

Watervliet 



115,181 
•1,561 
2,03T 
18,653 
(^9, lit? 
18,918 
21,208 
2,920 
2J9T 

6,216 
12,lt0l| 



Ml . Adjusted Operating 
Valuation Budget Excluding Per Range of 
Per Capita Capital Capita Pop ulations 



$6,738 
9,806 
8,08!| 

3,iilT 
IOJI8 
12,666 

9,806 
10,Tl8 

9,T99 
9,83li 
9,131 
3,986 



^?85,56? 
ll,T9l* 
3,91? 
1*0 ,U8 

131,159 
31*6,380 
1*0,960 
?,lt92 
T,393 
16,61*1 

1*0,059 
10, 



,6.?8 

7.55 
1.92 

2.15 
1.89 
18.30 
1.93 
2.56 
2.61* 
33.61 
6.1*1* 
.83 



85,000-205,000 
1,500-1,600 
1,990-2,090 
18,000-19,000 ' 
60,000-80,000 
18 ,600-19 ,?00 
20,200-22,200 
2,800-3,000 
2,700-2,900 

lt?5-525 
6,050-6,1*50 
11 ,000-11* ,000 



Range of 
Per Capita 
_liidRets_ 

8.93-2.39 

19.51-1.35 
12.07-. 91 

20.10-2.15 

15.09- 1.29 

20.10- 2.15 
19.77-.8? 
15.80-1.81 
10.1*1*-1.0? 
1*5.10-2.05 
15.3l*-l.l*8 
15. 09-. 83 



Rank As 
Per Capita 



5 of 11 
1* of 13 

10 If 18 
' f 9 

I, fll* 
2 of 10 

ll* of 16 

10 of ll* 
? of 10 
2 of 18 
2 of 13 

20 of 20 



seeking atout 10 to 12 toted litoar 53 In the br erlh ™ « l^''"? «ler eainatlon in the rtdiie, 
-P"» *n the Statistics, The .an'^fvltS: SStZ ttCo"""' ^^^^ P"" 

Conclusions 

2. There is little correlation et»een M vrt . i u ""f"" '° ™ 

3. Albany, Mtaeont, Bethle , 1 fr^nu T/'^ '"'"^ " ' 

their l«late population ranjl, t"r" Jere not " " "P"' 

1» te^VtTbrSL'" ^" "'-"^ »d resource, are callable 

5. I«prove.ent will depend upon the interest of the ccnltles and the Boards, therefore, 
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